





A PHOENIX 
TOO FREQUENT 





To whom conferr'd a peacock's undecent 
A squirrel's harsh, a phoenix too frequent. 


(Robert Burton quoting Martial) 


A phoenix too frequent? In Egyptian religion the phoenix was a miraculous bird that lived for 500 years. At the end of its 
five centuries, it was consumed in a funeral pyre fanned by its own wings. From the ashes a new bird appeared, a phoenix 
with new life and vigor. . . . Aphoenix too frequent? Even in his title Fry shows us his tongue well back in his cheek. It 
remains there throughout the play. . . . A phoenix too frequent? When the play opens, the newly widowed Dynamene, like 
the phoenix of old, is consuming herself in the flames of hergrief, flames that arefanned by her lively sense of thedramatic. 


And, like the phoenix. . .. 


A PHOENIX TOO FREQUENT 
by 
Christopher Fry 


Directed by Wilson O'Connell 


THE CAST 
BDOTO, mare te’ Dymcnaee 5. So ome « Se sos ois Sh) s + 6 ihe 5 0 Liha ee... Pe Dorothy O'Connell 
DY NAMENE, widew-oF Nirilius ..-cc.. cts scab « oo 065 06 bis 05S R RIG W 6 05k 0a ates dts skeen Eileen Hickson 
TEGEUS, @ young corporal . .. . 6.0% sien felt By eo CRG + 0 «inate REE hee 0 sf PG were aM Se ae eS Dick Dunham 
SCENE: The tomb of Virilius in ancient Ephesus 
TIME; Late night 
Assistant Director.......... Lo Gates 24” a eee {te hs +e Seeks os + «tees se SOME «0558 Julie Marcusson 
SORTING dS mie Rin a ons cist es Ae ne c cio & nO el cla oS ides Go oo spalereie e+ s+ Na RRO EEE = 05 ok by wl Bee Hickson 
Lighting ..... SSN Syetncaes i= EME MRI Sw Meters otose, ory bes Ca ea ew es ee, RO Tepes Zee... | A Mac Cobb 
POP. Sob Met es ave sR enebene 6 ks SO een fie ate oe «Je 6 iE i ob 6 FO i SR. «ae Frank Daniel 
PrOGTON « Sewn sccm oarmoatinmns * «ite Sofas hatte NR esol Se. aula seine 6 wien oes = die Beste. ww: kee «ene Frank Daniel 


AUTHOR'S NOTE: The story was got from Jeremy Taylor who had it from Petronius 


